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The Comets’ Tale 

                 
Coming                    
       

Up! 
 

 

Sat. & Sun., Aug. 18 & 19 
Camarillo Airport Airshow 

 

 

Fri.-Sun 24-26 Aug. 
SBRCM Fun Float Fly at 

Lake Cachuma.  No BBQ,  

No Raffle 
 

 

Sat. & Sun 20, 21 October 
Comets Float Fly 

Lake Casitas 

 

 

First Sunday of each Month 
Open House at Santa Paula 

Airport 

 
 

 

From the President 
 

  Well, will wonders never cease.  I finally got home from my 5 month marathon 

motor home trip to Florida, with a return home via Ann Arbor MI.  We had a 

good time, put a little more than 9200 miles on the motor home and spent a ton of 

money on gas and RV parks.  It's good to be home, and back flying.  I got back in 

time to chair the July monthly meeting and participate in the July War Bird Fun 

Fly.  I didn't crash any of my planes, which was a big surprise given that I haven't 

done any real flying since early Feb.  They say it's like riding a bike, you never 

forget how to do it.  There must be some truth to that saying because I had a good 

time at the War Bird Fun Fly, not only flying, but renewing my many great 

friendships with all of you that attended.  We had a little more than 20 fliers, with 

at least twice that number of planes.  Steve and Mike Steinmetz cooked hamburg-

ers and hot dogs for all of us, and oh they were good!  The weather cooperated 

also, with a sunny sky, and a little wind in the afternoon.  If you didn't attend you 

missed a great time.  

 

  The talk at the July meeting focused on the recent fire out at the Camarillo Con-

dor's Field, with it's closure by the Fire Marshal.  This fire was again caused by a 

plane crash powered by LiPo batteries.  This is the 4th fire they have had since 
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2006 where they had to call the VC Fire Department.  They are working with Cal State University Channel 

Islands to get their field reopened, but it doesn't look very good.  I talked to their president Bill Schatz, and of-

fered our help and support, but there is virtually nothing we can do.  Hopefully they will get their field back 

soon.  As a result of this incident, I have called for a meeting of the Board of Directors to review the Condor's 

situation and to examine the potential for a similar incident at our field.  The Board will be meeting prior to the 

August monthly meeting. 

 

  I want to say a few words of thanks to all of you who helped out in my absence while I was away on my trav-

els.  I especially want to thank Dale Nash who chaired our monthly meetings while I was gone, and Bob Root 

who served as our CD at the April Float Fly.  I am in your debt. 

 

  Don't forget about the August monthly meeting on the 16th, starting at 7:30 PM at the Oak View Recreation 

Center.  I look forward to seeing all of you.  Take care, and safe flying.   

George Boston 
 

 

Root’s Rambling 
 
     The Ventura Comets held their Warbird 

fly-in a couple of weeks ago.  We had a large 

turnout and great weather.  The Steinmetz 

brothers once again cooked up a great barbe-

qued hamburger and hot dog lunch.  A good 

time was had by all and George Boston and I 

took a lot of pictures of the activities.  

George Boston took the following seven pic-

tures.  Picture 1 includes 2 of the 3 Corsairs 

in attendance and a member assembling his 

Stearman.   

 

 

 

 Ken Marsh is shown in picture 2 with his pre-WW II 

 Marine dive bomber.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Lanquist is preparing his Piper J-3 in  

picture 3.   

 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 



 

 

Picture 4 is of T.J. Moran and his brightly colored German 

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 (there really was an airplane painted 

like this during the war).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Ashworth is ready to taxi his Fokker D.VII while 

I’m down the way with my Fokker Dr. I in picture 5.  

We flew together sort of in formation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Dr. I is shown in picture 6   

 

 

 

 

Don’s D.VII is shown in picture 7. The rest of the 

pictures can be blamed on my camera.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom Wolf brought his smaller Mosquito (about 80 in. span) 

and is taxiing out in picture 8. 
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This beautiful model is shown in flight in pictures 9 

and 10.  Tom has flown this model successfully in 

scale competition for many years.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He now has a bigger one (120 in. span) which he has 

started to compete with.   

 

 

 

 

The three 

Corsairs 

flew together sev-

eral times.  I man-

aged to catch two of 

them in picture 11.  

I can’t tell one from 

another but one is 

shown in a fly-by in 

picture 12 and an-

other (or the same 

one) on  

approach in picture 

13.                                               
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There was a nice flying electric  

powered P-38 as shown in picture 14.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T.J.’s Focke-Wulf is shown in picture 15.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I believe the Japanese Zero shown in picture 16 be-

longed to Ron Scott.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The semi-scale Eindecker shown in picture 17 flew 

very realistically (slow!).   
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The final two pictures (18 and 19) are of Ken 

Marshes Douglas SBD. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES of the JULY 2012 MEETING 

 

 

  The meeting was called to order by President George at 7:31. Our President has returned from his road trip. 

We had 24 members present, which included 1 new member. Welcome Vincent. 

  We started with a quick discussion of a fire in the Camarillo club area. The fire was started due to a LiPo 

powered plane crash. The field is currently closed by the State Fire Marshal. 

 

  The Minutes and the Treasurer’s report were approved. The treasury summary was we had some plusses with 

new members, donations and t-shirt sales. Minuses were last month’s dinner, raffle and runway sealer. The 

membership is at 75, which is a few people down from last year. 

  The Safety Officer said that he and his team have filled the big cracks in the runway. He is looking for some 

ideas to “shave” the raised, buckled areas. 

  The Park Liaison reported that the group that will be taking over our area during the Labor Day weekend has 

been to the Lake and the flying field are before. This means they should be familiar with the do’s and don’ts. 

We are still going to try to borrow some parking cones from the Lake to surround the runway. The Lake is 

aware that the runway will not hold the weight of cars/trucks, camping trailers and RVs, and will pass this info 

on to the guests. The Park Liaison is actively working with the Lake on this concern and will have more infor-

mation at the next club meeting. 

 

Old Business 
  Parking logs – This project has been moved to the winter months when the ground is softer. A few club mem-

bers plan to dig a shallow trench to better seat the parking logs. 

  As a reminder, there are fire extinguishers in the shed. If you are the first one there pull one of the extinguish-

ers out so it is ready in case there is trouble. 

 

18 

19 
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New business 

  Speaking of fires, our club has similar exposure with the LiPo and gasoline powered planes we fly. Some 

stats show that fires are not such the rarity that we might think. The club reviewed these stats and there will be 

a board meeting to discuss this further.  

  TJ Moran brought information on batteries: Sizing, charging, safety concerns, life expectancy, etc. E-mail 

him if you are interested. Maybe this could be posted on the web site?  (space is a problem this month, but the 

first part is in this issue of the ‘Tale, pages  8, 9 & 10   -jd) 

 

 Model of the Month 

  Berny Hammer brought a Quaker. Bernie did some quick 

modification to change the look of the front of the plane. He 

added an engine cover and changed the front windshield to 

look Ford Tri-Motor-ish.  This is powered by a four-stroke 

Enya .80. The motor was bought new in 1973 and was never 

used until now. The plane weighs in at 5lb 6 oz. Bernie has 

“7” on the tail as this is his seventh Quaker.  

 

The warbird fun fly, swap meet and BBQ was scheduled for 

the 28th. Who went? 

 

Lastly we finished the meeting with a raffle. Some people won 

some nice prizes. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Alastair Brennan 
 

    Last Month’s Mystery Plane 

 
  OK, I know all the old-timers out there knew what this is, 

and probably a lot of younger modelers, too.  If you didn’t 

know what it is, first, stop trying to identify it as a full size 

airplane… it looks like it could be a scale model, especially 

from this angle, but it’s not a scale model of anything.  This 

here is…<fanfare> an Andrews Aeromaster Too.  The struc-

ture is all wood (honest!) and the whole thing was covered in 

silk or Monokote, or something like that.  Not a speck of foam 

anywhere.  This is part of a wildly popular series of kits by 

Lou Andrews in the 60s and 70s.  The Aeromaster was kitted 

again by um, Great Planes I think, in larger form a little more 

recently.  The kits used a feature called Box Lock construction that made it easy to build a straight airplane.  

The cabane struts and landing gear were soldered up from preformed music wire and they came out straight, 

too.  The ‘Too’ meant that this is one could be built in one of three configurations, with long or short upper 

wings and swept or straight lower wings.  The odd thing about this model is that everybody wanted it to look 

scale, so some folks tried to put scale–like cowls on them, and they never really worked out well.  The front 

end was too deep to hold any convincing-looking scale engine installation while keeping the thrustline in the 

right place.  Seems like Lou’s original sorta cowled front end looked the best.   

  I guess nowadays this plane would be considered a lot of building, but oh, what an airplane you had when 

you were done.  I built one in the 70s  (if you’re good, I’ll see if I can come up with a photo or two) and I be-

lieve it was the best airplane I ever owned.  It could be anywhere from docile to wildly aerobatic depending on 

the control travel and CG. They’re still knocking around here and there… one showed up on floats at one of 

our recent Float Flys. 



 
0. Basic Electrical Equations: 

 Watts = Volts times Amps 

 Volts = Watts Divided by Amps 

 Amps = Watts divided by Volts 

 

 Kv is the free spinning RPM per volt of a 

 motor 

 Multiply Kv times the voltage into the  

 motor and it will give you free spinning 

 RPM. 

 

 Example:  A motorwith a Kv of 4000  

 running on a 3 cell Li-Po packwith a 

 nominal voltage of  11.1 volts willfree 

 spin at 4000 times 11.1 equals 44,400 free 

 spinning RPM. 

 

 (See chart on Page 9) 

 

1. Increase number of motor windings: 

• Kv (unloaded RPM) decreases 

• Spin larger props slower 

• Torque increases 

• Efficiency increases 

• Resistance (ohms) increases 

• Amperage decreases 

• Performance (horsepower) decreases 

 

Decrease number of motor windings: 

• Kv (Unloaded RPM) increases 

• Spin smaller props faster 

• Torque decreases 

• Efficiency decreases 

• Efficiency increases 

• Resistance (ohms) decreases 

• Amperage increases 

• Performance (horsepower) increases 

 

2. For a given motor size, a higher Kv rating      

 generally means: 

• Spin smaller props faster 

• Torque decreases 

• Efficiency decreases 

• Resistance (ohms) decreases 

• Amperage increases 

• Performance (horsepower) increases 
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3. Increase number of battery cells (voltage): 

• Amps increase 

 

       Decrease number of battery cells (voltage) 

• Amps decrease 

 

4. Increase propeller load  (diameter and/or 

 pitch): 

• Amps decrease 

 

5. Speed controller  (SC) 

• Efficiency is about 90—95% 

• Efficiency is worst at part power—overheats the 

SC 

• SC is just like a switch at wide open throttle  

(WOT) 

 

6. Motor efficiencies typically run about 85% 

• Motor eff X SC eff = about 75% overall  

      Efficiency 

 

7. Motor gearboxes 

• Lowering gear ratio increases Amps   

      (higher load) 

• Raising gear ratio decreases Amps  (lower load) 

 

8. Keep battery to SC (direct current ) leads     

 short  - -  7 inches maximum 

 

9. JETI SC Timing Setting 

• Soft  (low) - Less amps, less power, cooler run-

ning, longer flights 

• Hard  (high) -  More amps, more power, hotter 

running, shorter flights 

 

9. Outrunner motors Generally: 

• Have higher torque 

• Spin larger props slower 

• Are not generally used with gearboxes 

• Are wound to have a lower Kv 

 

10. Inrunner motors Generally: 

• Have lower torque 

• Spin smaller props faster 

• Are more commonly used with gearboxes  (but 

not always) 

Electric Power System, General Guidelines   TJ Moran 



11. Lithiun Packs—What they don’t tell you. 

              An example from Flight Power Evolution    

   20 Packs: 

• Evo 20 Packs are rated at 20C continuous / 30C 

Burst  (C = capacity) 

• The pack service life is considered over when it 

will charge up to 80% of its rated capacity © 

• If discharged at 10C, the pack capacity will 

slowly deteriorate to 80% of capacity over about 

200 charging cycles 

• If discharged at 20C, the pack capacitywill 

slowly deteriorate to 80% of capacityover about 

50 charging cycles 

• The “harder” you push (discharge) a pack, the 

shorter its service life will be. 

• Charging on Evo packscan be done at 2.5C to 

get 90% of capacityin about 25 minutes.  How-

ever, a reduction in cycle life should be ex-

pected. 

12. All lithium cells from all manufacturers lose 

capacity with use. 
The loss in capacity is related to current drawn from 

the pack.  When used at up to 5C, lithium cells can 

last for up to 1000 cycles.  When used at the nomi-

nal discharge rate (12C or 20C), Shark Power lith-

ium cells will lose up to 10% of capacity after 100 

cycles.  It is suggested to consider buying packs with 

a good reserve of capacity for long service life. 

 

13. General sizing of an electric motor versus a 

glow engine: 
Multiply the gloew engine size  (in cubic inches) by 

1000 to get approximate motor watts equivalent. 

 

Glow Cu In        Electric Watts 

 0.1  100 

 0.2  200 

 0.3  300 

 0.4  400 

 

And so on 

14. Another way to look at electric power required: 
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Our Guy Ron Scott on Safety  12 July, 2012 
 

  Well, I am sorry to report that due to another fire at the Condors field, the county Fire 

Marshal has shut down the field for flying until further notice. Basically someone was fly-

ing an electric mini jet, the elevon fell off, plane went into the brush, motor full on and the 

ESC and battery overheated and caught fire, burned an area about 300' x 100' on north 

west side of field on the other side of the dirt road. 

 
This month lets talk about “Prop Safety” – important points to consider. 

 

1) Sand down those sharp edges and tips – they can and will cut your fingers very easily, especially if the 

prop is spinning at 10,000 RPM. 

2) Balance the Prop – this is very important because if it isn’t balanced, it could cause excessive vibration and 

loosen or tear apart the motor mount. Hobby shops have prop balancers. 

3) Hole size matches motor shaft – if the hole is too large, this will cause an offset and unbalance condition 

and result in excessive vibration. 

4) Tighten prop securely on the motor shaft – make sure that the prop nut is “VERY” tight. I usually tighten 

the nut tight then give it another 1/8 to ¼ turn to be sure. If it isn’t tight, It may spin off the prop shaft or hit you 

when you spin up the motor or, it may come loose it the air and spin off and get lost!!  

5) Paint the prop tips white or a light color – a more visible prop tip is easier to stay away from when it is 

spinning. You may have to rebalance if too much paint is used. Give those props all the respect they deserve – 

If you don’t you may get cut or worse yet need stitches later……. 

That’s about it for now – have fun and lets all be SAFE,                                                            Ron Scott 

 
Randumb Thots :-)    Yeah, it’s a big issue of the ‘Tale this month, we had lots to cover.   

Here are a few notes: 

  First, just a little more on Ron’s info above and the fires we’ve been seeing. I got an email from Ron more 

recently saying they’d had a fire at the Lake Castaic site and although it was caused by a model crashing with 

Li-Po batteries, the Fire Marshall local newspaper had reported it as not model airplane related.  Sounds like 

we got a break there, but, but wow, that’s, as Ron said, unsettling.  I’m not sure what to do about this.  I guess 

the obvious thing is banning Li-Pos, but I don’t think that’s going to happen.  I think the only thing we can do 

for now is to MAKE SURE that the wiring and components in the airplanes are as safe and secure as we can 

make them, to wit, everything has to be as well insulated and robust as possible to reduce the chance of a short 

in a crash.  Most importantly, maybe the batteries need to be in a part of the model that’s toughened a bit to 

improve crashworthiness and reduce the chance of squashing the batteries in a crash?  What do you think? 

   

  Bob Root had beautiful photos this month of Ken Marsh’s SBD at our Warbird Fly-In.  This model was built 

by the late Comet Dick Gage, the mayor of Bardsdale, I think in the 90s.  Dick was an old U.S. Navy sailor, a 

combat veteran of WWII, on an escort carrier in the Pacific.  He loved Naval Aviation and when he got the 

SBD kit, he didn’t want just another blue SBD, so he went looking for a more interesting paint scheme.  That 

yellow-winged Marine job showed up in some book and that’s how he painted his model.  Pretty neat, I think.  

Somewhere along the line, he sold it to Ken,  (a Marine Corps aviator himself) and now it has a great home. 

   

  Thanks to TJ Moran, who provided the information on electric flight in this issue and it looks like he did a lot 

of great work getting all that together, organizing it and making it understandable.  But Wait, There’ More!  

Next month we’ll have two more pages of electric flight information, this time it will be about charging lith-

ium polymer batteries.  At least one of the fires we’ve had recently we’re the result of charging Li-pos wrong.  

Maybe this info will help.                                                                                                              Fight Gravity! 

Jerry Deanda 
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