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The Comets Tale

President’s Message:

On Saturday July the 21st we held our annual War Bird Fun Fly, Swap Meet 

and BBQ.  Turnout was not all that great, but we did have half a dozen fliers 

and a number of good looking war birds.  The Swap Meet was fun with a lot 

of good items on sale.  Ron Scott invited one of his flying buddies who is not 

a member of the club, but he had a bunch of items to sale at great prices.  I 

picked up a lot of miscellaneous building and covering items, and saved a 

ton of money.  Ron Scott bought one of Don Ashworth’s 60 size war birds, 

complete with engine, and electronics.  At the July monthly meeting we 

decided to buy lunch for everyone from the Club Treasury.  Mike and Steve 

Steinmetz once again did all the cooking and the hamburgers and hot dogs were outstanding.  A spe-

cial thanks to Mike and Steve for their continued support to the Club.  The weather was a little overcast, 

but it all burned off by 10am.  My reading is that everybody had a good time and enjoyed themselves.  

Pictures of the event are at the end of this months Tale.

Upcomming Events:

Oct. 20, 2018: Fun Fly, Swap 
Meet & BBQ

Nov. 11,2018: Fun Fly (Club 
Members Only)

 
 President   George Boston  (805) 750-0901
 Vice President  Berny Hammer   (805) 760-0711
 Secretary  Lynn Breedlove  (805) 766-2211
 Treasurer  TJ Moran   (805) 890-2217
 Field Marshal/Safety  Dennis Fingold  (805) 646-6203
 Park Liaison  George Boston  (805) 750-0901
 Webmaster  Don Sorensen   (805) 968-4288

Comets Web Site: VCComets.com
Comet’s Tale Editor: Dave Berthiaume - dave@flyingastudios.com

Board of Directors
George Boston, Berny Hammer, TJ Moran,  

Lynn Breedlove

Instructor Pilots:
Dave Fishman, Steve Billings, Andrew Carlson, Bob Root, Ron Scott,  

 TJ Moran, Steve Steinmetz

The Comets’ Tale is the official newsletter and record of the Ventura Count 
Comets, AMA Chartered Club #173 and is published monthly at the Comets’ Tale 

Lair, in Agoura Hills, CA.
Editorial contributions are always welcome.

Next Meeting:
Thursday,  August 16, 2018  7:30 PM

At the Oak View Community Center

August 2018



2

Yours truly drug out my Hanger 9 F4U Corsair.  This is a great flying airplane; however it does not have 

flaps and can be challenging to land without bending the retracts.  I have had the plane for around 6-7 

years and have many flights on it.  The poor thing has been subjected to many hard landings resulting 

in bent and broken retracts, and in one instance a total wing replacement.  It’s no longer in production 

and replacement parts are non existent.  I flew the plane on the preceding Tuesday and Thursday, and it 

was flying fine.  I flew it early in the morning on Saturday, and around 11am a number of us (around 4-5) 

decided to go up and chase each other around the field.  I augured it in during this flight, all the result 

of pilot error.  I was pulling out of the tail end of a Cuban 8 when I lost orientation and put it into a tight 

spin, straight down at 2/3 throttle.  A total loss, including a relative new Saito 100.  Pic 2 is a before crash 

image.  Pic 3 is after the disaster.  As Don Ashworth has said on many occasion, “if you can’t deal with the 

reality that the majority of our planes will at some point crash, then take up electric trains”.  However, I 

hate to crash them, and goodness knows that I have had many, but everyone is painful, and it takes me 

multiple days to get over it.  So now I am on the hunt for another war bird.  I haven’t had much success.  

Many electrics, and just a few glow/gas power ARF’s.  Damn, I hate to crash  my planes!

Safe flying, George Boston, President

MINUTES of the July, 2018 MEETING

Meeting was called to order by Club  President, George Boston at: 7:40 PM

New Members & Guests:

10 members present.

June, 2018 Meeting minutes:

The June meeting minutes were approved by the members present.

Treasurer`s Report: ( T.J. Moran)

Treasure report given and approved.

Old Business:

1. Club is moving forward on installing a  8X16 Tuff Shed next to the existing storage hut. This       will 

us to store mower, etc, at the field. Total cost is estimated at $3500. The club will apply for a field 

improvement loan from AMA.

2. Safety Officer Dennis reported no known problems.

3. Park Laisson Officer George reported no problems, lake personnel working with us on shed.

4. Last months speaker contacted Pres. George and report an unexpected  event prevented her from 

attending the meeting. She issued an invitation to any club member that would like yo learn about the 
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flight operation at the station to come and get a tour. Her name is Tracy Dott, phone 805 649 9371, hours 

11:30 to 6:00.

5. Quaker Fun Fly had a disappointing 3 plane turn out. Those there had a goog time.

6. War Bird Fun Fly & Swap meet will be this coming Saturday starting at 8:00, lunch will be provided.

New Business:

1. Pres. George will ask the lake to move the porta pot closer to the runway area.

2. Member Dan brought in an Air Force leather bomber jacket that was Andy Brennan’s. His wife 

requested that it be sold and proceeds given to club. Due to the limited number it was suggest to Dan it 

be sold on Ebay to reach a larger number of people.

3. No Raffles will be held until attendance goes up at meetings.

 Model of the month:  

George Boston presented an older Goldberg Extra 300 that he stripped and  recovered. Plane looked 

great.

Raffle held

Meeting adjourned at: 8:10 PM
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Ventura County Comets 
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