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The Comets Tale 

         
            
 
               Prez Sez 
        The New Year is upon us. I expect that those attending the December meeting enjoyed themselves. There 

seemed to plenty of food and drink. 
  
  The exiting President George Boston bowed out and I have taken his place. As a quick summary of the 
business part of the December meeting: George thanked the other board members for their help during his 
stay, and we certainly appreciate his leadership and efforts he has made to the club. 
  
And a big thanks to not only the Board members, the ones exiting and the ones coming in, but to the 
others that continue to help: 

  Jerry Deanda, for his monthly efforts on the newsletter, 
  Don Sorensen, for the website 
  Ron Scott, for the event schedule 
  Bob Root, for his “Ramblings” 
Thanks for the help guys. 
  
  Dues are due. See the Treasurer, TJ.  You know the routine. 
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 I know it’s the winter months and therefore cold, but come out 
the field, bring something warm to drink and get a couple flights 
in. I’ll see you out there. 
  
   
 
 
I went flying New Year’s Day, it was cold, but we still had a 
number of people. We had about 10 pilots on ringing in the New 
Year that morning. The photo is of TJ and Jake just before the 
maiden flight of Jake’s Christmas present – An electric P-51, 
with retracts. They got it going; TJ trimmed it and Jake was 
flying it a few minutes later. 
 

Alastair Brennan 
 

 

 
               Root’s Rambling 
 

     With a new year it is time to take up the task of writing another 
brief discussion of not much of anything.  I hope we all have a great 
year in 2013.  Some of us are going to the AMA model show in 
Ontario.  As I am writing this before the show any info I absorb 
from this gathering will have to wait until next month’s Rambling.  
Actually that will give me something to write about 

(always a good thing). 
     I received a new camera for Christmas so I have been trying to 
learn to operate  it.  The following are a few pictures I have taken 
at our regular Tuesday and Thursday flying sessions, but picture 1 
shows a WACO which I saw at the Santa Paula airport.  The scale 
model I am building (picture 2) is being modeled after this 
beautiful airplane.  I started building this model about 1¼ years 
ago after TJ gave me a very old PICA kit.  The model is finally 
ready to cover.  

      
This 

fall I took a WACO break and built a couple of other models.  My 
new Little Toni racer is 
shown in pictures 3 and 
4.  Berny Hammer gave 
me the SKY GLAS kit 
which consisted of a 
fiber glass fuselage, 
foam wing cores, and 
simple plans.  This kit was probably produced about 1983. We 
used to race these quarter midget racers in Orange powered 
and weighed 3 pounds minimum.   

1	  

2	  

3	  

4	  

County in the late 1970’s.  These models were .15 cu. in.  
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Picture 5 shows the top five winners at one of these races probably 
about 1978.  I’m the one on the 
left holding my P-63 Lil Cobra.  
My friend Eloy and I sold a 
popular kit for this model.  He 
is on the right and the fellow 
next to him also has a Cobra.  
Picture 6 shows the entrants at 

a race in Sepulveda Basin 
about the same time.  I pretty much stopped racing in 1980 but did race a couple of times in 1983-84.   

  Picture 7 shows my stepson Ryan holding a Lil Cobra in 1984 after we placed 3rd 
at a race.  He is the uncle of my 23-year-old grandson (everyone knows Ben).  
Ryan has an eight-year-old son, Austin.  That is the age Ben started flying models 
so… I decided I had to build Austin a trainer for Christmas.  
    

 
 

 
  Pictures 8 and 9 show Austin and his new 
Sig LT-40 trainer.  We have about 10 flights 
on it and he is a natural flyer.  He told me his 
favorite color is blue so it’s blue, but I need to 

be able to see it so the bottom is brighter.  As some of you remember I 
built two right wings in the process of building Ben a trainer in 1997. At 
that time I bought a second kit and sold it to a friend with the right wing 
built.  He hadn’t done anything with it so I bought it back from him and 
now it is shown in pictures 8 and 9. 
      
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 Tom Wolf has a nice Goldberg Extra 
which he flys regularly (pictures 10 
and 11).   
 

 
 
   
Pictures 12 and 13 show Don 
Ashworth’s modified Quaker.  
This is another model which 
has been around for a while.   
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A model from the same era as the 
Quaker is Dick Metzger’s Spook 
shown in pictures 14 and 15.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
George Lanquist’s Quaker is shown in picture 16.  Note the shadow on the 
wing.  He doesn’t fly it like it flew in 1937. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
MINUTES of the DECEMBER 2012 MEETING 

 
• The December meeting is usually kept short as we celebrate Christmas with a pot luck dinner.  

Everyone brings their specialty and it always very good. 

• Meeting was called to order at 7:02pm 

• There were no new members or guests. 

• There was no official Treasurer`s Report, Safety Officer’s Report or Park Liaison Report due to 
the shortness of the meeting and the Christmas Dinner. 

• Outgoing President, George Boston, made a short address in which he stated it was a pleasure to 
serve as President and thanked everyone for their support.  He especially acknowledged the 
following: 

•  Bob Root – for his work and articles in the Comets Tale. 

• John Duggan – for his club work and CD work at our events. 

• Marilyn Nash and Sandy Billings for their work putting together the raffles and their relentless 
nagging to buy raffle tickets at the Float Flys. (it worked!) 

• Dale Nash for stepping in as Acting President while President George Boston went on a 
seemingly unending vacation. (boy that George really knows how to get out of stuff) 

14	  
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• Outgoing President, George Boston, introduced the new officers for 2013 – Alastair Brennan – 
President, and Lynn Breedlove – Secretary.  T.J. Moran has volunteered to continue serving as 
Treasurer and Dale Nash will serve another year as Vice President. 

• Alastair Brennan made a short address where he basically stuttered and stammered and 
pleaded for help.  But seriously everyone thinks he will be a great President, weeeellllll at least 
a really good one. 

• Meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm 

• Raffle time:  Special raffle for the Ladies – we’re talking cash here people.  Winner was 
Donna Taylor. 

 

 

DINNER:  IT WAS VERY GOOD AND THANKS TO ALL – I HOPE EVERYONE HAD A MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND I WISH YOU ALL A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR.  FOR US OLD 
RETIRED GOATS – HAPPY FLYING AND MAY YOUR LANDINGS BE WITH WHEELS DOWN. 

• On another note as incoming secretary and an ex-president (cause I know what it`s like) I’m taking 
this opportunity (on behalf of the club members) to thank George Boston for his good work and 
devotion as President of the Comets for three years – Thanks George! 

    Respectfully submitted 
Lynn Breedlove - Secretary 

 
MYSTERY PLANE 

 
  Here’s a kind of unusual airplane.    If you think you know what it 
is, write your guess on the back of a 20 dollar bill and mail it the 
Comets’ Tale Plaza, somewhere in Ventura CA.  The winner will 
receive a 5 dollar bill. I’m not sure if there are any of these things in 

the United States, (the airplane, not the 5 dollar bill), but it’s an interesting airplane anyway.  Must have 
really great brakes, I think that wing sweep is from stopping too short on landing. 

Christmas raffle was held for those of us who 
attended meetings – one ticket in the bucket for each 
meeting attended. 

-‐  Alastair Brennan won a folding 
chair. 

-‐ Lynn Breedlove won a gallon of fuel. 

-‐ Steve Billings won some servos. 

-‐ Dick Hanna won the plane but didn’t 
want it so he took the cash. 

-‐ Ron Golding won something but I 
didn’t get what it was. 


