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The Comets Tale

President’s Message:

Happy New Year everybody and welcome to 2018.  Our Christmas Party was 

a lot of fun, as they are every year.  Good food, good company, and some 

great raffle prizes handed out to many attendees.  A big thanks to Marilyn 

and Dale Nash for making the even special for all of us with the decorations, 

table settings and raffle prizes.  A special thanks to Marilyn for coordinating 

the pot luck menu items, and getting everybody fired up to attend.

I have sad news to pass on.  Good friend and long time Comets member 

George Lanquist passed away on New Years Day after fighting a long illness 

that kept him from being out at the field for the past 6 months.  As best as can be remembered, George 

joined the Comets around 1973-74.  He was a master builder and excellent pilot.  In his working life, 

he was an auto mechanic (front end specialist) and worked for Barber Ford in Ventura for many, many 

years.  He has an extensive work shop, and was the club’s resident builder of landing gear struts and 
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floats for many of our members who fly Quakers.  My Quaker built in 2003 has both struts and floats built 

by George.  He did a lot of scratch building, and was an expert at repair and service of glow and gas en-

gines.  There were very few days when visiting the field that George wasn’t there, gabbing with the guys 

and drinking coffee out of his thermos and sipping from his itty, bitty cup (see Photo 1).

I met George when I joined the Club in 2002.  Ken Marsh was my flight instructor, and George was one of 

my mentors.  George would tell me “ya got to learn to use that rudder when you are taking off”.  He was 

especially adamant about my failing to use the rudder one morning when during takeoff I planted my 

trainer in the top of the pine tree at the left end of the field.  George was the only pilot in the Club that 

could perform a 360 degree horizontal rolling loop with his Quaker, and it didn’t have ailerons.  Anytime 

there was maintenance/repair work being performed at the field, George was always in the middle of it.  

Always quick to volunteer, and offer his experience with virtually every task that came down the pike he 

made work out at the field that much easier.  I know that I speak for many of us when I say that George 

was a close friend and will be missed by all.

I have included 5 pictures of George.  Pic 1 is George and Ken Marsh enjoying each others company, with 

George having his morning coffee.  Pic 2 is George getting ready to make a pass with his Quaker during 

our annual balloon drop.  Pic 3 is George doing some tune-up work on his Cub.  Pic 4 is George and Leo 

Gabriels on their way to retrieve a downed plane during one of our float flys.  George always provided 

the boat for our float flys.  Pic 5 is George and Javier Garcia at one of our fun flys.

So long and good flying George.  We will miss you!

Safe flying, George Boston, President

MINUTES of the December 2017 MEETING

Meeting was called to order by Club President, George Boston, at: 7:10 pm

This was our annual Christmas Party meeting.  Club President George Boston gave a very heart warming 

welcome speech to all the members and their wives.

George announced that the normal meeting business would not be held tonight.

As most of you know George Lanquist has been very ill.  

George Boston recapped all the contributions George Lanquist has made to the club over the years and 

how important he is to the club.  Get well George,  We`re sorry you can`t be here tonight.

President George also thanked Dale & Marilyn Nash for their service as alternating V.P.s since 2002.  They 

have done a wonderful job and of course Marilyn is the all time raffle queen.  Thank you guys.  They are 

stepping down as they are taking a trip to Alaska this year.

George also welcomed Dennis Fingold as the New Safety Officer and Bernie Hammer as the new Vice 

President.  

Then it was time to eat Christmas Dinner.  It was, as usual, a great dinner with good friends.

Then there was the annual Christmas Raffle. Santa came early for some.

It was a better than average raffle as all of the “Board Members” won a raffle prize.



3

Respectfully submitted: 

Lynn Breedlove(two boats) – Secretary 
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Photo # 5
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George and Kevin
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George’s Quaker

God Speed George
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