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The Comets Tail

Pres Sez:
Hi Folks!

I hope everybody had a great 4th of July holiday, I sure did! I went flying at the 
Comets Field on July 5th and had a great time, the crowd was pretty light. 

Speaking of the 4th of July, we built an impressive float for the parade in down-
town Ojai. I am very proud to have been a part of our clubs first float to enter 
the Ojai 4th of July Parade. Many thanks to TJ, Steve and Sandy Billings, Greg 
Nowland, Leo Gabriels, Mon Razo, Ron Golding, Lynn Breedlove, Dave  
Berthiaume, Clarissa Fishman, and Alastair Brennan for your hard work and cre-
ativity to build an excellent float! Building the float itself was pretty easy, just a 
little time consuming. We really worked like a team and had a great time working 

together. Most of the materials we purchased to decorate the float can be used again. (hint hint, we may do this 
again next year!) I also want to thank George Lanquist for letting us use his generator to power the sound sys-
tem, and Kevin Scott for loaning us his trailer to build the float on. We should also mention Ventura Steel who 
gave us a discount on the steel we purchased to build the stands that displayed planes on the float. Also, the 
sound system was loaned to us by a good friend of mine, John DeSurra who is a trustworthy and professional 
general contractor, I would trust John with my social security number and my mothers maiden name if I had to, 
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and you can trust John for your home remodeling, I highly recommend him! His info is: John Patrick DeSurra 
(Construction, General Contractor) 805-798-2309. 

  

Here is a link to a video of our float in the parade filmed by Dennis Fingold: https://youtu.be/1Fz6bGt0Zpw

On Sunday July 24, we’ll be having our Warbird fun fly with BBQ and swap meet. $10 buys you a tri-tip lunch 
and all the flying you can handle. Please RSVP with Alastair so we buy enough tri-tip for you. 

We have a few extra T-shirts and sweatshirts left over from our sale. Did you know that these T-shirts and 
sweatshirts make great gifts? ....Well they do! The types and sizes available are:

T-shirts: $12 each 
 XL   gray quantity 1 
 XL   blue quantity 3 
 XXL blue quantity 3

Sweatshirts: light weight $24, heavy weight $30 
 XL     heavy weight quantity 1 
 XXXL heavy weight quantity 1 
 XXXL  light weight quantity 1

Remember! -These logo t-shirts and sweatshirts make great gifts!! Your uncles, cousins, brothers, friends, wives 
and girl friends will love you for ever if you get them one!

One of our newest members, Greg Nowland, has been caught red-handed mowing the field for us! Greg has 
done a great job mowing and trimming on a couple of occasions. If you see Greg, give him a big thank you and 
a pat on the back. 

See you at the field, 
Dave
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Meeting Minutes:
Following the annual Summer Dinner - After everyone had their fill of pizza and sandwiches and sodas...

President Dave called the meeting to order at 7:41. There were 24 members in attendance.

The minutes were approved. The Treasurer gave the group a summary which included the additions to the funds 
from the last month’s auction and lunch money from the fun-fly. 88 members are on the rooster.

The Safety officer reported that all is well. And there was no Park Liaison officer in attendance to give a report.

Quaker Day was planned for that weekend, it was to be a fun fly only (no BBQ), but included balloon drop for 
those that want to participate.

The Club received the remaining fun from the AMA TAG (Take off and Grow) campaign. Some of these funds 
are going to the Club’s 4th of July parade float. President Dave is championing these efforts.

There is some extra club shirts and T-shirts if you are interested. See “Prez Sez” summary

There will be an auction next month to sell off a couple donated airplane kits. See the last couple pages of this 
newsletter.

Bob Root asked if there was interested in doing more pylon racing 
within the club. If there was enough interest from the folks at the 
June meeting Bob would design and develop a short kit the club 
members could buy and build. A quick vote was taken and the vote 
was yes. We will look forward to what Bob is developing. 

There was a Model of the Month - Javier brought a Phoenix Mod-
els Strega Mustang. Powered by a .91 4-stroke, and complete with 
retractable gear.

The evening ended with a raffle - Some people won some nice 
stuff.

The meeting adjourned at 8:08

Alastair  Brennan

Randumb Thots :-) 

It was a great weekend! Started off with a flight in Lola the RV-6, flown by my wife Dianne on Saturday the 9th 
and then my buddy Peter and I flew to Lompoc for the West Coast Cub Club Fly-In.

We’d thought about putting a black lightning bolt on Lola again, with the Cub stickers on the tail, but I figured 
we’d done that. Dianne did put the old, used sticker on the tail anyway, so we left it and wondered if it would 
stay on. More on that later.                           

Dianne did not feel well and did not go, so Peter and I flew up together, Peter in his RV-6 leading as Lola and 
I flew formation on him until we were within 3 miles or so. The report from Lompoc was that there were Cubs 
all over the traffic pattern, which was about what we’d expected. Sure enough, we found about 4 in the pattern 
as we arrived. Peter did a nice job of fitting in, but Lola and I got a little close behind one. We slowed down 
and managed to get pretty good spacing, but still had to go around. I knew Cubs are slow, but I’d forgotten just 
HOW slow. No worries, we landed fine on the next try.

As Cub Club Fly-Ins go, this one seemed a bit lightly attended, which means there were, oh, I guess about 50 
Cubs of all kinds on the airport.  I ran into some old, good friends, we ate the hamburgers, wandered around and 
talked to folks about their Cubs.
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The flour bomb contest is always fun. They put a 55 gallon drum out in the grass and two person teams fly by 
at 200 feet and try to put two bags into the drum. In the 31-year previous history of this Fly-In, nobody has ever 
hit that drum. They didn’t hit it this 32nd year, either. I guess if you’re looking for a safe place to stand, in the 
drum would be the place. One of these days, somebody is going to bring a laser-guided paper bag with flour in it 
and take the prize.

I led on the way home, Peter flew #2 and we made a section takeoff… about a 3 second interval. We passed a 
Cub along the way, and I was again reminded of how slow Cubs are and 
how fast a couple of RV-6s are. That Cub looked like a balloon as we 
sailed by just off the coast past Santa Barbara.

I used to hang around Santa Barbara airport during my misspent youth.  
I remember a Cub parked outside with a typewritten note stuck to the 
instrument panel. It read  “If you are in a hurry, you are in the wrong 
airplane.” And I’d add “And you missed the point.” Cubs are great fun.  
They can be landed just about anywhere, and the door is perfect for 
tossing paper bags out of. 

Oh yeah, that sticker… well, take a look at the photo. My friend Melody 
Rich took it just before Peter and I left for home.

Earlier today,  (Sunday, 10 July) Lola and I had the great privilege of 
flying with Diallo Wallace,  a combat veteran US Navy helicopter pilot, 
educator and satellite controller. We had a blast.  

Dianne’s feeling better. Yeah, it was a great weekend!

Fight Gravity! 
Jerry Deanda
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More on the 4th of July Parade Float
Club President Dave did an amazing job organizing this year’s parade efforts. He did have a lot of help from a 
number of club members and, as he mentioned in his summary, he got non-flying friends involved  as well.

  

Can we outdo ourselves next year???
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...and another thing
A donation of a couple kits was made to the club. The plan is to auction them off at the (July) meeting.

This first kit is a Sea Bird 60 made by DuBro a long time ago. Fiberglass fuse and foam core wings. Wing Span 
60” - Expected power is a .40-.60 nitro power.
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The second kit is just in time for Warbird Day 2017. A 66” span Mustang. The manufacturer calls this “Almost 
ready to cover”. Grab yourself some iron-on covering followed by gluing some bits together and take it to the 
field. If anyone asks...Sure you built it...I won’t tell.

    




