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Next Meeting: Thursday, 19 June 

 7:00 PM at the Oak Park Community Center  
A Little Early for Pizza and Sandwiches! 
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The Comets’ Tale is the official newsletter and record of the Ventura County  

Comets, AMA Chartered Club #173 and is published monthly at the Comets’ Tale 
Plaza, somewhere in Ventura.  

 Editorial contributions are welcome.   

The Comets’ Tale 

                 
Coming                    

Up!   
 
 

Comets Warbird Day 
Sunday, 27 June 

Lake Casitas 
 

Sat. & Sun,  

23 and 24 August 
Camarillo Air Show 

 
Sat & Sun, 18 and 19 

October 
Comets Float Fly at Lake 

Casitas 
 

First Sunday of each 
Month 

Open House at Santa Paula 
Airport 

Free Young Eagle rides for 
kids 8-18 years old 
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Prez Sez! 

  I missed the meeting last time and will miss the one in June too. The May ab-
sence was business – the 8-5 grind turned into 8-(almost) 8. This time (June 
meeting) I’m off on my other vice - the car-racing thing. 
  However a few notes for the club. 
 
  John Dugan, and I expect a few others, striped the runway a few weeks ago. 
This means two things. 1st, we must have confidence in the fabric top stay put 
for a while. 2nd, this is a requirement from the Lake. Thank you to the paint-
striping team 
  Warbird day is coming up on July 27. So dust off that military machine and 
bring it out to the field. 
  A Cub Scout troop stopped by the field the last weekend in May. The scout 
leader had 
contacted us 
through the 
web site to 
tell us the 
date of the 
campout. I 
passed on the 
message to a 
few members 
who brought 
planes for 
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TJ 
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show and tell. Bob Root gave a quick presentation on how a 
plane flies and an overview of modeling. This group is from 
Santa Barbara and the group had about 15 kids and a few 
dads. TJ and Bob Root each brought trainers and we took up 
every scout that wanted to fly and some of the dads. I also 
brought an R/C simulator on a lap top and they could prac-
tice before flying the real plane. The scout leader sent me a 
message after and said that it was the highlight of their 
campout. I also sent a note to our contact at the Lake to tell 
her about the event with the scouts. Thanks to TJ and Bob 
for entertaining the troops. A few pictures follow. 
 
Is it too early to mention the October Float Fly? We need to 
get a CD in place to start on the paperwork submission. 
 
Bring your appetite to the June meeting. Pizza and sand-
wiches and drinks. We start early this time. 7:00. Should be 
fun. Hopefully see you at the field and hopefully the July 
meeting. 

 Alastair Brennan 
 

Root’s Rambling 
     I have a few pictures and an interesting discussion of 
full size racing.  
  Picture 1 shows the models at the Flying Circus Warbird 
Fly In which I attended last month.  The weather was 
perfect and this is a great place to fly.   
 
 
 
 

 
  I flew my Fokker Dr.I (picture 2) and had a great time.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Picture 3 shows some of my large scale models.  I put 
these together to show a friend who wanted to see them.   
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John Dugan built the AT-6 shown in 
pictures 4 and 5 from plans.   
 

 
 
 
 
He had a lot of trouble getting the engine to run properly but 
finally got it flying.  It seems to fly great.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
George Lanquist built the 11 once quaker 
shown in pictures 5 and 6.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                     It flies just like any other Quaker. 
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MINUTES of the MAY 2014 MEETING 

 
Meeting was called to order by Club Vice President, Dale Nash, at: 

• 7:30 pm 
New Members & Guests: 

• 16 members present 

• Membership stands at 82 (7 of which are lifetime members) 
Treasurer`s Report: ( T.J. Moran) 

• T.J. gave the Treasurer`s Report: 
- Profit from the float fly was $775 & change.  This was mostly due to 52 registered pilots which we haven`t 

seen for a while. Treasury is finally growing again. 

• T.J. posted three important documents for membership view as follows: 
- Runway cost tally from the beginning to now. 
- IRS filing. 
- Float Fly balance sheet. 

Safety Officer`s Report: (George Lanquist) 

• All is well – no current problems.  J. Dugan is watering the trees at the site. 

• The “Park” has no safety issues at this time. 
Park Liaison Report: (John Dugan) 

• No report – John Dugan not in attendance. 
Misc: 

• Harry Sanchez gave the latest info on the Condors Field – the university shot down any further IMAC events.  
The flying schedule is two to three days a week (different days each week) and alternates from week to week. 

• Dave Fishman warned the membership of Hobby King problems with shipping etc. (I`m having problems with 
them myself) 

Old Business: 

• Discussion continued about the ongoing problem with the runway membrane. 
- Flaps that the wind blows up are being reglued with 18” wide strips of membrane and using Henry`s 57 glue.  

This seems to work pretty well but it’s a continuing problem. 
- The question was brought up by T.J. as to when the membrane will stop shrinking.  It originally was stated 

by the company that about 2 weeks to shrink then is would stabilize.  It`s still shrinking now several months 
down the road.  Attempts by Dale Nash to contact the company has lead to being put on terminal hold.  

New Business: 

• Meeting minutes for April were approved and seconded. 

• This weekend (Sat. 17th) is  the electric and small gas fun fly. 

• June meeting:  extra goodies – food and semi-annual drawing for a great item such as an engine or plane. 

• Lynn Breedlove will bring the pizza and sodas.  Mike 
Taylor will bring the sub sandwiches. 

Model of the Month: 

• One entry – Dennis Fingold showed his new Pheonix 
models Edge 540.  He said it was a good ARF kit.  It 
had a few minor problems but mostly it went together 
well.  Directions were bad.  Power is an O.S. 91 4S.  
Weight is about 9 lbs.  Plane has not been flown yet. 

Raffle: 

• Outstanding club members won great stuff. 
 

Meeting adjourned at: 
8:22 pm 

 

 

Respectfully submitted:  

Lynn Breedlove Lynn Breedlove Lynn Breedlove Lynn Breedlove - Secretary 

 

 

 

 


