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Next Meeting:  Thursday, 19 November, 7:30 
PM at the Oak View Community Center 

The Official  
Newsletter of the 

    President              Mike Ambarian  (805) 646-6084 
    Vice President           Dale Nash  (805) 532-1433 
    Secretary                   Sandy Brown  (805) 487-2215 
    Treasurer                                    Emery Balasa                    (805) 794-7946  
    Field Marshal /Safety    Steve Billings              (805) 487-2215 
    Park Liaison                        Ken Marsh  (805) 646-1962 
    Webmaster     Don Sorensen  (805) 968-4288 
                                            dsorensen@tri-counties.org 
    Comets’ Tale Editor   Jerry Deanda   (805) 641-3730  deandamid@charter.net 

Comets’ Website:  www.vccomets.com   
Board of Directors 

Mike Ambarian, Dale Nash, Sandy Brown,  Emery Balasa and Steve Billings 
    Instructor Pilots 

Emery Balasa    Steve Billings    Andrew Carlson    Bob Root   Ron Scott  
George Lanquist    TJ Moran    Steve Steinmetz   Alastair Brennan 

The Comets’ Tale is the official newsletter and record of the Ventura County  
Comets, AMA Chartered Club #173 and is published monthly at the Comets’ Tale 

Plaza, somewhere in Ventura.  

 Editorial contributions are welcome .   
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Coming 
Up! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

20-22 November 
Float Fly at Lake Casitas, 

Comets Only 
 
 
 
 

1st Sunday of Each 
Month 

Open House at Santa 
Paula Airport 

 

ROOT’S RAMBLING 

 

       The Ventura County Comets held a very successful float fly in October.  Be-
fore I show a few pictures from this event I want to correct an error from my ram-
ble last month.  My grandson Ben who is in the Air Force in Japan now (isn’t E-
mail great?) pointed out that picture 29 (looking down on a sky diver) shows him 
not me.  It makes sense because he jumped ahead of me and my photographer (he 
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didn’t have one) would have been looking down at 
him before we left the airplane.  Also my instructor 
was much shorter than the one Ben had. 
     At our October float fly I believe we had over 70 
people sign up.  The weather was perfect although a 
little hot on Saturday (no wind).  George Boston took 
a lot of pictures on Saturday so most of the following 
are his.  Pictures 1 and 2 show some of the activity 
and some of the models.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Pictures 3 and 4 are of Tom Wolf’s beautiful Boeing 
Clipper which we have seen before.  He flies it very real-
istically. 
     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The model in picture 5 is sort of the opposite of 
the Clipper.  It is an electric powered original 
design that is built like an indoor model.  I talked 
to the builder and he said the design was his at-
tempt to come up with a model which “had lots 
of struts”.  I didn’t get his name, but I took his 
picture holding the model (picture 6).  The hull 
was made wide enough that tip floats weren’t 
needed and it was open like a row boat.  The 
wing was covered on the top only with doped 
tissue.  This model was very light and flew sur-
prisingly well (very slowly).  It operated off the 
water well and he was able to do touch and goes 
although the wind bothered it a little bit.   
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The wind would catch the wing causing the tip to dip in 
the water.  He would have to turn around and get it mov-
ing again and then the wing would come out of the water 
and allow take-off.   
      
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Picture 7 shows a Seawind just prior to touch down.  
This is a good flying ARF that is available in a couple 
of sizes.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
I took the last two pictures.  Picture 8 is a nice looking 
WACO on floats and picture 9 shows an original scale 
German airplane which I have forgotten the name of.  
The owner said he scaled up rubber powered 
model plans from an old Flying Models magazine. 
      
 
 

 
 
 
On another subject, I was going through my files looking 
for something and came across the following history of 
model flying in Ventura county.  It was written by Don 
Thomey. 
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Minutes of the October 2009 Meeting 
 
The Comets meeting was called to order by President Mike Ambarian on October 15, at 7:30 PM, at the Oak 
View Community Center. 
The September minutes were approved.  We had no guests and no new members. 
 
Treasurers’ Report:  We have 90 members and finances are in good shape.  The expenses for the October 
float fly raffle and food were paid this month.  The report was approved. 
Field Marshall/Safety Officer and Park Liaison:  No report 
 
Old Business: 
Members were reminded about the October Float Fly.  Since the BBQ will be brought closer to the Lake, 
George Lanquist has volunteered to provide the BBQ grill and Steve and Mike Steinmetz have agreed to do 
the cooking.  Contest Director, Ron Scott reminded all to watch for others, follow flight pattern, careful when 
starting engines, and think safety first.  And, have fun.  Ron also warned about watching for vandals.  Mike 
Ambarian stated if something is seen as unsafe – shut them down and let him know.  Make sure we have 
enough volunteers to support the line. 
 
New Business: 
The club is forming a selection committee for Officer selections for 2010.  The committee consists of Dale 
Nash, George Boston, and Lynn Breedlove.  Mike Ambarian volunteered for Safety Officer. 
 
Members were reminded of the fire hazard during the Float Fly.  Smokers should use trash cans or the Club 
will have to resort to being a no smoking area. 
 
It was pointed out that the Club has a problem with the noise level.  Airplanes with gas engines should have 
working mufflers.  Noise level needs to be reduced to acceptable level.  The noise can be heard from the boat 
ramp at the Lake Marina – not good. 
 
Model of the Month: 
We had three Model of the Month entries: 
Leo Gabriels brought in a Funster model plane, a little Texaco light plane. 
 
Bob Root stripped and rebuilt a plane weighing 15 pounds, covering is from Hong Kong, paint from Class 
Coat.  Has big servos, runs 28 12 prop, uses HiTec Mk 2.1 glow engine 
 
Bernie Hammer brought in a Toledo Spec from Hanger 9, weighing 5.5 pounds, uses 6 servos, Magnum 52 2 
stroke, and easily bolts together.  He also brought in a P39 Fox 50, manufactured in Viet Nam, which he pur-
chased for $128 from a hobby shop which was 
going out of business.  The plane weighs 5.5 
lbs. and came with everything but wheels and a 
spinner. 
 
The winner was Bob Root with Hononable 
Mention going to Bernie’s Toledo Spec. 
 
Due to the upcoming Float Fly - no raffle was 
held and the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Here are some more Float Fly pictures.  These 
are from a CD handed to me by, um, I can’t re-
member.  Let me know and I’ll see you get full 
credit next month, OK?  Sorry. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


