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The Comets Tail

Pres Sez:
 I had a great time at the 24th annual Lake McSwain  Float Fly. The event was 

put on by the Turlock RC Club. The Turlock Club did a great job planning out 
this event. There were about 50 pilots, a raffle, a BBQ dinner, and plenty of good 
times. I met lots of new people, and flew with old friends. Comets members Kevin 
and Ron Scott were there, and 
so was Dale and Marilyn Nash, 
Don and his dog Maggie made 
the trip. If you like to fly off the 
water, I recommend you attend 

next years 25th Fun Float Fly at Lake McSwain. 

                      Photo: Ron Scott

Next Meeting:
Thursday, October 15, 2015 7:00pm 
At the Oak View Community Center

October
2015

 President   Dave Fishman   (805) 340-0192
 Vice President  Dale Nash   (805) 532-1433
 Secretary  Alastair Brennan  (805) 388-0180
 Treasurer  TJ Moran   (805) 646-6084
 Field Marshal/Safety  George Lanquist   (805) 646-5365
 Park Liaison  John Dugan   (805) 646-6898
 Webmaster  Don Sorenson   (805) 968-4288

Comets Web Site: VCComets.com
Comet’s Tale Editor: Alastair Brennan, jet_a@yahoo.com

Board of Directors
Dave Fishman, Dale Nash, TJ Moran, George Lanquist, 

Alastair Brennan

Instructor Pilots:
Emery Balasa, Steve Billings, Andrew, Carlson, Bob Root, Ron Scott, George 

Lanquist, TJ Moran, Steve Steinmetz, Alastair Brennan

The Comets’ Tale is the official newsletter and record of the Ventura Count 
Comets, AMA Chartered Club #173 and is published monthly at the Comets’ 

Tale Lair, in Camarillo, CA.
Editorial contributions are welcome.

Upcoming Events:

Oct 17: Comets BBQ and 
Fun Fly
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Fun fly and BBQ on Saturday, October 17th. Come and 
fly and eat! BBQ cooked by “The BBQ Brothers” Mike 
and Steve Steinmetz. If you haven’t already RSVP 
Alastair, he is helping organize this.

Many thanks to TJ and his elves, I mean Comets mem-
bers who helped to repair our shade-structure roof. TJ 
said about 12-15 of you showed up to help on that day 
in September. The last remaining task is to paint the 
exposed bottom of the new plywood boards that were 
replaced. Thanks everybody who helped.
See you at the field!
-Dave Fishman

Meeting Minutes

The September meeting was called to order by Fill-in Prez George Boston as President Dave was missing. 
There were 17 member in attendance.

The Treasure’s report showed that the membership is at 83; this included 3 new members. Welcome to the new 
guys. The Treasurer reported that we have used a couple bucks for the sunshade roof and a couple dollars were 
received from last month’s auction.

The Safety officer reported that all is well.
The minutes were approved
No news from the Park Liaison
And the group was reminded that the field will be closed for a day on the 19th. 

The group discussed the roof project that will happen at the weekend.

Photo: Dave Fishman
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Dennis F brought in a Super Decathlon. It has a weber 1.20 glow engine with Solartex covering. I missed get-
ting a picture.

Meeting dismissed at 8:05

-Alastair Brennan

Roots Ramblings

The Curtiss company developed the fastest airplanes in the world in the early 1920’s.  In 1922 and early in 1923 
the Army raised the world speed record from 202 mph to 240 mph utilizing their Curtiss CR-2 racers.  The  
R2C-1 first flown in September of 1924 (picture 1) was an orderly improvement with somewhat greater length 
and wing span, but less weight, better streamlining, and a special version of the Curtiss D-12 engine. 

Picture 1

Two of these planes were built for the Navy and just 4 weeks after first flight Ensign Al Williams won the presti-
gious Pulitzer race (in front of a crowd of 100,000) with one of them at a new record of almost 244 mph.  On 
November 2 Al Williams and Navy Lt. Harold Brow were ready to try to break the absolute world speed record.  
Having proven themselves the very fastest (especially faster than any Army pilots), they had only each other 
to beat.  The record required two dashes in either direction at no more than 165 feet altitude.  At the end of the 
day Williams had raised the record speed from 239.95 mph to 259.15 mph.  Two days later Brow made his four 
high-speed passes over the 2.86 mile course at a speed of 265.59 mph.  In the last attempt of the day Williams 
raised the record to 266.59 mph.  Later, the Navy formally discouraged further record attempts on the grounds 
that the limit of human endurance had been reached and further speed increases might have fatal consequences!

This R2C-1 crashed within a year while being piloted by army pilot Alex Pearson.  The second one was con-
verted to the R2C-2 floatplane by the addition of massive twin pontoons (picture 2) and readied for the 1924 
Schneider Cup Race.  But this race was cancelled due to lack of entries.  It crashed the following year in the 
Potomac River.
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Picture 2

This discussion now gets us to 1925 when the Curtiss racers had their best year.  I became interested in this next 
generation of racers (designated R3C) after seeing a 1/3 scale model R3C-2 on floats where it won the 1991 
Lake Havasu Schneider Cup Reenactment.  The original R3C-2 airplane is now in the Smithsonian Air Museum 
in Washington D.C. (picture 3). 

Picture 3

The model event consisted of large scale Schneider Cup R/C models judged on scale appearance and scale 
flight.  They were flown around a pylon course at scale speed.  The early Schneider race models flying slow and 
the later ones much faster.  The full scale Schneider racer speeds grew from approximately 70 mph in 1913 to 
400 mph in 1931.

Butting heads had proven both expensive and embarrassing, so in 1925 the Army and Navy temporarily shelved 
their rivalry and agreed to go in together on four Curtiss planes designated R3C-1.  One static-test airplane was 
jointly funded, but the three racers were ordered on a Navy contract.  The Navy’s blue and gold and the Army’s 
black and gold R3C-1 racers were entered in the 1925 Pulitzer race.  Army Lt. Cyrus K. Bettis won at a speed of 
248.9 mph (picture 4).
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Picture 4

It was then fitted with streamlined single-step wooden floats and  redesignated the R3C-2.  Two weeks after the 
Pulitzer race it won the Schneider Cup Race, piloted by Army Lt. James H. Jimmy Doolitttle (picture 5).

Picture 5

The next day, Doolitttle flew the R3C-2 over a straight course at a world record speed of 245.7 mph.  The Ital-
ians won the Schneider Race in 1926 at a speed of 246.4 with a new monoplane.  This speed was faster than 
the world straight away speed record from the year before.  1926 was the last year the U.S. military supported 
racing, and the biplane configuration never won again.

My ¼ scale R3C-1 is shown in picture 6.  It is powered by a Saito 1.8 cu in glow engine, weighs 17 pounds, and 
is a good flyer with poor ground handling characteristics.
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Picture 6

Randumb Thots  :-)
Last month’s Mystery Plane was identified by your Treasure. TJ knew it was an American Aviation AA-1 modi-
fied with a tailwheel landing gear. I saw it at the RV Reunion and Fly-In at Independence Oregon. I had a nice 
chat with the owner, who pretty much confirmed my suspicions that the rudder is too small for a taildragger, and 
even worse on this airplane since it’s also been modified by increasing horsepower from 112 hp to 150. As long 
as you don’t just shove the throttle in on takeoff, he said it’s fine, and a lot more fun that the original tricycle 
arrangement. I think he said there were only about 20 airplanes modified that way, and there are still about 12 
flying… something like that.
Hey, I got to fly an airplane that Lindberg flew! Well, the Lindberg flight was a long time ago, and it’s been re-
stored since then. Really extensively restored. So actually, I think I flew about 20% of an airplane that Lindberg 
flew. Close enough, it’s still registered as the same airplane and I’m taking it.
OK, it’s Dave Watson’s DH-60G, a DeHavilland Gipsy Moth. And Gipsy is not a typo, it’s really spelled that 
way, in spite of other writers trying to “correct” it to Gypsy.
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Charles Lindberg really did fly this airplane back in the 70s, when his buddy Harlan “Bud” Gurney owned and 
flew it out of Santa Paula Airport. 
If you watch the old Jimmy Stewart movie about Lindberg called “The Spirit of St. Louis”, you can see this 
very airplane in a few scenes. Dave Watson was able to acquire the airplane some years ago and plowed into a 
very complete restoration, finishing it a year or so ago. He already owns another, wood fuselage Gipsy Moth 
and a Tiger Moth…and an Austin-Healy. He has the British bug real bad.
So yesterday (Oct 4) was First Sunday Open House at the airport, and since it was raining off and on and I was 
not flying Young Eagles, he asked me to go around the pattern a couple of times with him.
No hesitation there, I’m real curious about this airplane so I helped push it out, hand propped the Gipsy engine 
and got in the front. After strapping in and looking around, I was immediately overwhelmed by all the instru-
ments in the front cockpit. The photo shows you what I had to cope with. A slip-skid ball and an altimeter. There 
was an airspeed indicator out on the left interplane strut, which consisted of a paddle on a spring. There was a 
stick, a rudder bar (a rudder BAR! How cool is that?!) and a throttle. And really, about all anybody can see from 
the front seat is that big ol’ crash pad on top of the instrument board.

 
Dave shot a couple of wheel landings and then handed the airplane over to me right after turning downwind. A 
couple of barely-coordinated wing rocks showed me that of course this airplane does not fly like our RV-6… 
which was not really surprising. The ailerons are just a bit heavy, the elevator is some lighter and the rudder is 
a bit vague. These old airplanes are not terribly particular about which way they point in flight, and you have to 
use your feet to keep things lined up. The slip-skid ball seemed to be just a little bit of an alarmist… although 
there were times I could feel clearly in the seat of my pants that we were pretty sideways, the ball moved a LOT 
further than seemed strictly necessary. Hey, I’m not that bad a pilot.
Oh well, with Dave’s coaching and him handling the elevator trim, I was able to look around the engine, get the 
airplane lined up and make three respectable landings and a couple of takeoffs.
As Dave says from time to time, “A good landing is one you can walk away from. A really great landing is 
when you can still use the airplane.” I’m proud to report that only the wheels touched the ground, and that’s OK 
for now.
Sure is a fun airplane!
Fight Gravity!
-Jerry Deanda
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And Lastly...
Thanks to all who helped...We managed to finish the roof even with all the hand-flying...Or was that hand  
signals. George L had the right idea and gave it the brush-off

 
More hand signals. I guess these two had a good time after the flights

Photo: Ron Scott




