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The Comets’ Tale 

 
Coming 

Up! 
 

 

 

18 September 

Comets Field is Closed 

 

18-19 September 
Canyon Crosswinds 

Float Fly 

Castaic Lower Lake 

 

16-17 October 

Comets Float Fly at Lake 

Casitas 

 

1st Sunday of Each 

Month 
Open House at Santa 

Paula Airport 
 

 

ROOT’S RAMBLING  
     September is upon us and the summer is fading fast.  The club float fly is com-

ing up in October and I got to thinking about float planes.  Therefore, I have in-

cluded a few pictures of interesting (and mostly old) seaplanes which I found in 

an old Air Classics magazine.  Picture 1 is a Fleet I biplane mounted on Edo 

floats.  The 

aircraft started 

a long line of 

civil and mili-

tary Fleet bi-

planes.  The 

Fleet I was 

powered by a 

Warner 

Scarab radial 

of 110-hp.   
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  The Model 204 shown at right 

was one of Boeing’s less successful 

early designs.  It had seating for 

four passengers and one pilot and 

stemmed from the B-1 of 1919. 

Boeing gave the 204 a design year 

of 1929 and only two were com-

pleted! It was powered by a P&W 

Wasp of 410-hp.  

 

 

 

  The Sikorsky S-38 was Sikorsky’s 

first commercial success.  It was capa-

ble of carrying 8/9 passengers and a 

crew of two.  The S-38 could operate 

from land or water, and had a cruise 

speed of 110-mph.  The first series of 

ten S-38s were sold in 1928 within 8 

weeks of publication of official per-

formance data.   

 

 

 

 

  The Eastman E-2 Sea Rover was 

designed and built by Tom Towle and 

Jim Eastman of Detroit, Michigan.  

The first Sea Rover flew in 1927 but 

the company folded during the De-

pression in 1929.  It was powered by 

a Curtiss Challenger radial.   

 

 

 

   

Here’s a Martin PM-1.  The 

Navy acquired 30 from Martin.  

They were a production version 

of the Naval Aircraft Factory 

PN-12.  In those days the gov-

ernment required that the mili-

tary design a certain percentage 

of their airplanes to avoid con-

tractor monopolies.  The aircraft 

were fitted with two Wright R-

1750D radials of 525-hp each.   

 

 
TJ 

1 

 

1 



  Donald Douglas built the 

first flying boat of his own 

design ten years after 

founding the Davis-

Douglas Co.  Named Sin-

bad, the aircraft served as 

the prototype for the suc-

cessful Dolphin series.  The 

company built 58 Dolphins 

between 1931 and 1934.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

  A somewhat 

later design is 

the Martin PBM 

Mariner shown 

at right.  Initial 

deliveries of 

this big flying 

boat went to the 

Naval Air Sta-

tion at Norfolk 

in 1941. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

  I will end with a 1937 quote from Aviation Magazine (which became Aviation Week in later years).   

                                                         Bob Root  
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August 2010 Minutes 

 

The Comets meeting was called to order by President George Boston on August 19, at 7:30 PM, at the Oak 

View Community Center. 

The July minutes were approved. We had no new members and no guests. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: We have 81 members and finances are in good shape. Emery Balasa’s Treasurer’s report 

was approved. 

Field Marshall/Safety Officer: Mike Ambarian reported nothing new. 

Park Liaison: Ken Marsh reports all is good.  Field will be closed September 18, October 5 & 6, and October 

28 & 29 for cross country runs at the Lake. 

 

Old Business: 

Still having problems with things not getting locked up.  If you are not sure if another flyer is a member – in-

troduce yourself.  If they are not a member, and you are the last member at the field – LOCK UP.  Be sure to 

give the other flyer an application to become a member.  Emery has badges members can wear on their hats to 

identify us as Club members.  See Emery if you need a badge. 

 
War Bird Fun Fly had a good turnout.  Despite the F18 Blue Angel model taking a dip in the lake, all had 

fun.  Everybody got fed and there is enough left over to have another BBQ at another event to come.  Thanks 

go to Bud Scolari and TJ Moran for helping out. 

 

Signs are back from the sign man, frames are being made and signs should be up by next week. 

 

New Business: 

Don’t forget October 14th will be an early meeting, 2nd Thursday of the month, followed by the Float Fly.  A 

flyer has come out announcing the October 16 & 17 Float Fly. 

 

Emery reported that the Santa Paula airport restaurant is looking for old planes to hang in the restaurant for 

decoration.  Contact the restaurant if interested. 

 

Model of the Month: 
Bob Root brought in an Edge 540 ARF quarter 

scale plane.  It weighs 12 to 13 pounds, has metal 

gear servos, and a 76” wing span.  He lost it in the 

lake due to a loose screw in the servo arm but has 

rebuilt it, used lock-tight on the screws to 

avoid screws vibrating out, and it flys well. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15.   

 

   

  Raffle will be held at the next meeting – be sure to 

bring your dollars to win wonderful prizes Dale has 

picked out for us. 

                             

 

  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sandy Billings                                                    
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MYSTERY PLANE! 

  In keeping with the water 

plane theme he’s set in 

Root’s Rambling, Bob Root 

sent photos of this mystery 

amphibian.  Do you recog-

nize this airplane?  I didn’t. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comets Field Closures: 

September 18 Saturday – Road will be closed 

October 6 Wednesday   – In the afternoon  

October 29 Friday         – in the afternoon 

November 4 Thursday   – Road will be closed 

 

 

A Repair Tip for Over-sized Control Horns 

I have an interesting idea, at least to me. A few years ago I purchased a Bridi Big Bee at an auction. Set it up, 

flew it and had a great time with it. During the winter months I was inspecting the control horns and found ex-

cessive clearance at the clevis pin through holes. The horns (large style) were not the standard variety and 

needed to be replaced or repaired. I opted to repair.  

This is so easy a caveman can do it. I drilled a 1/8-inch hole through the sloppy hole and inserted a piece of a 

plastic ink pen refill tube. CA glue and some minor trimming and the problem was solved. Works for me. 

I hope this info has some value to others who may find the same issue. 

—Mike DaBiere, Front Line Flyers, York, Maine ���� 
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